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Conceptual Evolution, Practical Advancement, and Global Impact of a
Community with a Shared Future for Humanity
YANG Jiemian

As the core concept of Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy, the vision of building a
community with a shared future for humanity has achieved multi-dimensional progress
and expanded its global influence theoretically and practically over more than a decade
of development. At the theoretical level, it has developed into a systematic framework
underpinned by five goals, four pathways, the common values of humanity, a new type of
international relations, the four global initiatives, and the Belt and Road Initiative, with
its analytical rigor and internal coherence continuously strengthened. At the practical
level, the vision aligns with the evolving trend toward a multipolar world and the
pressing needs of global development. By upholding true multilateralism and opposing
unilateralism, it has steadily expanded its substantive scope and geographic reach.
Through multilateral platforms such as BRICS, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
and the United Nations, it is advanced across bilateral, regional, and global dimensions.
In terms of global impact, this important vision provides targeted responses to the
questions of the world, of the people, and of the times, and plays a key role in addressing
global challenges and promoting a new type of international relations. Through pragmatic
cooperation, cross-cultural exchanges, and the dissemination of international discourse,
it has gained broad recognition among Global South countries, evolving from a Chinese
initiative into an international consensus and a shared global endeavor. Building a
community with a shared future for humanity is a great historical undertaking that will

continue to advance with determination in the face of challenges.
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The China-Pakistan Community with a Shared Future: Core Features,
Strategic Significance, and Future Pathways
ZHANG Chaozhe & WU Fan

The China-Pakistan relationship is characterized by high-level political mutual trust,
comprehensive cooperation, inclusive value orientation, deep strategic alignment, close
international coordination, and long-standing historical bonds. These elements have
coalesced into a distinctive paradigm of a community with a shared future. The China-
Pakistan community with a shared future constitutes a key component of the community
with a shared future in China’s neighborhood and serves as a vivid example of such a
community for humanity. It carries distinctive theoretical significance, contemporary
relevance, and practical pathways. As testimony to the deepening bilateral relations in
the new era, the China-Pakistan community with a shared future is conceptually rooted
the rich cultural traditions shared by both countries and is practiced within the framework
of China’s major-country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics. It not only represents a
systematic transcendence of traditional Western paradigms of international relations, but
also demonstrates its practical value across bilateral, regional, and global dimensions. In
the face of a complex internal and external environment and the demands of high-quality
development of bilateral relations, the two sides should consolidate the foundation of
mutual trust and work together to build a more mutually beneficial community of shared
interests, a more effective community of shared security, a more coordinated community
of shared responsibilities, and a more resonant community of shared culture, with the

aim of forging an even closer China-Pakistan community of shared future in the new era.

Trump’s Return to Power and a New Stage in China-US Competition
WU Xinbo

Since the start of Donald Trump’s second presidential term, China-US relations have
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gone through three stages: initial engagement through confrontation, a phase of
alternating conflict and negotiation, and a period of fragile stability. On one hand, the
US still regards China as its primary competitor, with containment and suppression
remaining central to its China policy. On the other hand, the US has developed a
new understanding of China’s growing strength and firm resolve, leading to notable
shifts in its perceptions and adjustments in its policy instruments. In response to US
provocations, China has demonstrated both the resolve and the capacity to engage in
strategic competition, resulting in a marked improvement of its position within the
bilateral dynamic. The overall stability of China-US relations has increased, while
interactions have become more transactional in nature, with both sides placing greater
emphasis on managing the relationship. In 2026, China-US relations face an important
window of opportunity. Advancing steady progress in bilateral ties through head-of-

state diplomacy represents a constructive and attainable objective.

The Adjustments of US Foreign Policy in the Context of Strategic
Contraction
WANG Fan & WEN Yinghui

The United States’ adjustments in its foreign policy exhibit new logic and
characteristics against the backdrop of overall strategic contraction and carry a turning-
point significance amid the current international landscape. This round of US strategic
contraction does not represent a simple return to isolationism; rather, under the dual
pressures of domestic political and economic difficulties and a relative decline in
international influence, it constitutes a strategic recalibration aimed at reducing costs,
prioritizing core interests, and more effectively constraining strategic competitors. The
US strategic adjustment reflects a paradoxical unity of “contraction” and “control”: on
one hand, the US seeks to curb external expenditures through selective intervention,

promoting burden-sharing among allies, and reducing direct engagement in secondary
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regions. On the other hand, it intensifies targeted containment of emerging powers
such as China by restructuring alliance networks, abusing non-military instruments
of competition, and competing for dominance in new strategic frontiers. Changes in
the balance of power, domestic economic challenges, a slowdown in technological
innovation, and reduced internal political constraints jointly constitute the main drivers
of this round of US strategic contraction. This adjustment will not only undermine the
liberal international order long dominated by the United States, but also exert multi-
dimensional impacts on major-power strategic relations and regional power structures,

thereby exacerbating the instability of the international order.

Innovation of Dialogue Mechanism between China and Southeast
Asian Countries: Major Characteristics and Strategic Implications
DU Lan

Amid the accelerated transformation in the international system and profound changes
in the Asia-Pacific security landscape, China and some Southeast Asian countries’
exploration of a “2+2” dialogue mechanism represents a significant institutional
innovation in neighborhood security cooperation. The “2+2” mechanism not only
responds to the practical needs of Southeast Asian countries to strengthen strategic
autonomy and expand the scope of security cooperation, but also aligns with the
broader trend toward multi-layered and networked regional security arrangements.
Meanwhile, it reflects China’s policy orientation to transform security cooperation
approaches in the context of major-power competition. At the practical level, the
mechanism integrates diplomatic and defense communication channels and facilitates a
shift in security cooperation from fragmented interactions toward more institutionalized
coordination. With initial progress in policy alignment, strategic coordination, and risk
management, the mechanism contributes positively to the stability of bilateral relations

and the shaping of regional security expectations, while enriching the pathways of Asia-
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Pacific security governance to a certain extent. Overall, the “2+2” dialogue mechanism
with Southeast Asian countries serves as an important instrument for China to advance
the building of a community with a shared future in its neighborhood, and represents a

concrete manifestation of the Asian security model at the bilateral level.

The Settlement of International Maritime Disputes: Trends, Limitations,
and Breakthroughs
BAI Jiayu & WANG Yi

Since the establishment of the contemporary international law of the sea order,
adjudicative methods have gradually become an important option for States to settle
maritime disputes. However, the arbitral tribunals constituted under Annex VII of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) have exhibited a series
of concerning tendencies in their jurisprudential practice in resolving international
maritime disputes, including departures from the principle of State consent,
expansion of their own jurisdiction, and misinterpretation and misapplication of
international law. These developments reveal the dual limitations of Annex VII
arbitration under UNCLOS in addressing international maritime disputes, both in
terms of legal rules and the broader context of international politics. The vision of a
maritime community with a shared future offers an alternative approach distinct from
Western-centric paradigms by providing a framework for States to resolve conflicts
and coordinate interests. Guided by the internal logic of “seeking reconciliation
through consent, pursuing peace through reconciliation, and advancing cooperation
through peace,” this vision may open new avenues for overcoming the limitations
inherent in adjudicative approaches to the settlement of international maritime disputes.
Accordingly, the peaceful settlement of international maritime disputes should take
respect for the principle of State consent as a fundamental guideline, and give due

consideration to developing non-adjudicative and amicable procedures centered on
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mediation. At the same time, greater emphasis should be placed on ensuring the proper
interpretation and application of international law so as to promote its effective and

sound implementation.

Terrorism Risks and Counterterrorism Governance in the Era of
Artificial Intelligence
XU Haina

The rapid advancement of generative artificial intelligence (Al) is profoundly reshaping
both the operational patterns of terrorism and the logic of counterterrorism governance.
Its misuse in areas such as content generation, deepfake, algorithmic recommendation,
and autonomous decision-making has enabled terrorist activities to become
increasingly intelligent, low-threshold, and transnational in nature, thereby exerting
sustained pressure on the global security architecture. At present, the principal risks
associated with Al-enabled terrorism can be understood across four key dimensions:
technological empowerment, legal imbalance, political and security threats, and
challenges to international cooperation. These risks manifest in the intensified spread
of extremism, ambiguity in legal attribution, erosion of societal resilience, and
obstacles to international coordination. In response, the international community is
exploring systematic governance pathways anchored in the rule of law, cooperation,
and societal resilience. These efforts include strengthening accountability frameworks
and regulatory standards to address legal gaps, promoting alignment among multilateral
mechanisms and technical standards, enhancing “digital immunity” at the societal level,
and cultivating credible narratives. Ensuring the safety and controllability of generative
Al is thus not only critical to the effectiveness of counterterrorism efforts, but also to

the sustainable stability of the global security order.
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