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Abstracts

The Global South Spirit and China’s Practices
WU Zhicheng & LIU Peidong

The Global South Spirit embodies the shared values and common aspirations of Global
South countries and serves as a guiding force for their pursuit of modernization. As
momentous changes of a like not seen in a century are accelerating across the world
and the collective rise of the Global South is gaining momentum, it is both imperative
and realistic to crystallize the Global South Spirit. Practicing the spirit is essential to
strengthening cohesion and agency of the Global South, making international order
fairer and more equitable, addressing emerging risks and challenges worldwide, and
accelerating the modernization of Global South countries. The formation and evolution of
the Global South Spirit have been propelled by the historical memory of seeking strength
through unity, the material foundation of the Global South’s collective rise, the legacy
of solidarity and cooperation, and the empowering impact of China’s development. It
encompasses core principles such as independence and self-reliance, equality and mutual
respect, development and revitalization, fairness and justice, openness and inclusiveness,
and win-win cooperation. Essentially, it represents a normative force that draws upon
shared historical memory, has its root in collective empowerment, and is directed toward
development and revitalization. As an inherent member of the Global South, China has
always been a steadfast practitioner and key contributor to the spirit. Guided by the
vision of building a community with a shared future for humanity, China is committed
to advancing a modernization path with its own characteristics, fostering consensus and
synergy among Global South countries, strengthening the bonds of shared interests,

enhancing the Global South’s voice and representation, building multilateral platforms
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for practical cooperation, and reinforcing the civilizational foundation for harmony
and coexistence of Global South countries. Through these efforts, China contributes its

wisdom and strength to the practice of the Global South Spirit.

Asian Security Model: Civilizational Foundation and Practical Innovation
LIU Qing

The Asian security model, characterized by common security for all, seeking common
ground while reserving differences, and advancing dialogue and consultation, has its root
in Asia’s diverse yet symbiotic civilizations. It embodies the shared pursuit of common
security among Asian nations and continues to be refined and elevated through practical
security efforts in the region. In terms of theoretical distinction, the model surpasses the
exclusive Western alliance system with its vision of common security for all, replaces
the Western demand for homogeneity with its inclusive approach of seeking consensus
despite differences, and transcends the logic of power politics with its practical rationality
of dialogue and consultation, thereby establishing a security governance paradigm with
Asian characteristics. The Asian security model not only offers an “Eastern solution”
to global security governance but also overcomes the cognitive limitations of zero-sum
thinking and represents a paradigmatic leap beyond Western-centric security theories.
This is reflected in its dialectical unity of development and security, its institutional
innovation grounded in civilizational inclusiveness, and its value reconstruction oriented
toward building a community with a shared future for humanity. Against the backdrop
of accelerating profound transformation globally, this security model—reflecting the
characteristics of Asian civilizations and responding to Asian needs—will inject powerful
intellectual momentum into the joint international effort to address security challenges.
As Asian nations deepen their security cooperation, the theoretical connotations of the
Asian security model will be further enriched and refined. This will contribute to building
a fairer and more equitable international order and fostering a community with a shared

future for humanity.
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Transformation of Regional Order in the Middle East: Dynamics and Impacts
NIU Xinchun

The Middle East is witnessing the emergence of a new regional order shaped by
multiple dynamics. On the one hand, a wave of diplomatic reconciliation and economic
reform among certain states is reshaping regional interactions; on the other, long-
standing issues, such as the Israeli—Palestinian conflict and the Israeli—Iranian rivalry,
remain unresolved. The disruptive effects of the Trump administration’s Middle East
policy have further accelerated the transformation. Within this new order, Iran’s
influence has diminished due to setbacks in regional conflicts, prompting its shift
to a defensive and retrenchment-oriented posture. Israel, emboldened by its gains
from military adventurism, has grown more ambitious and adopts an expansionist
policy. Turkey has benefited from the regime change in Syria and pursues a cautious
expansionary approach. Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia, leveraging its financial resources
and relatively balanced diplomacy, has enhanced its regional influence through a stable
yet incrementally proactive foreign policy. Historically, power shifts in the Middle East
are often accompanied by turbulence; the region is once again at a crossroads between

peace and development on one side and war and conflict on the other.

The Upgrading of India’s Connectivity Policy: Progress, Motivations and
Prospects
WU Lin

In recent years, connectivity has become an increasingly central pillar of India’s
regional strategy. India has integrated and upgraded sub-regional frameworks, while
making significant progress in several key areas. These include energy connectivity
within the South Asian subcontinent, developing hub ports and maritime corridors
in the Indian Ocean, forging bilateral and multilateral connectivity partnerships, and

expanding digital public infrastructure overseas. India’s connectivity upgrade largely
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stems from its own developmental logic and endogenous imperatives. The Modi
government has been promoting Hindu nationalism domestically and pursuing an
assertive “Bharat First” stance internationally, which is complemented by a long-term
vision to transform the country into “Viksit Bharat” (developed India) by the centenary
of its independence in 2047. Connectivity is therefore endowed with a multifaceted
strategic mandate: to propel the overseas expansion of Indian capital, rejuvenate the
India’s maritime identity, safeguard critical infrastructure and supply chains, and
facilitate nation-building while shaping a favorable regional landscape for integration.
Although India’s capacity and willingness to develop connectivity are strengthening,
the effectiveness of its efforts is hampered by insufficient strategic capabilities, a
restrictive regional environment, and the complexities of major-power competition.
Looking ahead, India is poised to elevate the geostrategic role of connectivity and
accelerate the development of infrastructure networks in its neighborhood. In response,
China must not only adeptly manage associated risks but also create conditions for “co-

progressive” development in the two nations’ shared neighborhood.

The Global Landscape of Deep-Sea Competition: Trends, Impacts, and
Governance
LI Xuewei & YU Zongyao

In recent years, the deep sea has become a new focal point of global geostrategic
competition. The current global deep-sea competition features the securitization of
related issues, the militarization of deep-sea space, increasingly complex geopolitical
alignments, and a notable lack of regulatory frameworks. These developments stem
from a mismatch between technological advancement and governance capacity,
ongoing disputes over international maritime norms, and intensified geopolitical
rivalries among major powers in the deep sea. Securitization has heightened the risks
of deep-sea exploitation, militarization has escalated an arms race in deep-sea regions,

and major-power rivalries have disrupted governance efforts, while the absence of
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clear rules has led to disorderly competition. To effectively address these emerging
challenges, the international community must build broad consensus on deep-sea
governance, establish robust mechanisms and frameworks for cooperation, advance
rules-making processes, and enhance the capabilities and discourse power of Global

South countries in deep-sea research, development, and governance.

The Rise of Private Military Companies and Their Impacts on Global
Security
WANG Gaoyang & LIU Ciyuan

From the Iraq War to the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, private military companies (PMCs)
have played an increasingly prominent role in geopolitical confrontations. With their
activities encompassing a wide range of functions including armed security, battlefield
intelligence, military training, and arms provision, they have become consequential
actors in contemporary security affairs. By supplementing the traditional armed forces
of sovereign states, PMCs have reshaped the logic of warfare and security. Their
capacity to deliver tailored protection, integrate resources efficiently, and employ
technologically-driven modes of combat has created new avenues for addressing non-
traditional security threats and “gray zone” conflicts. Yet, the commercialization of
military services also challenges the conventional state monopoly on the use of force,
while the pursuit of profit often blurs the legitimacy of war initiation. Moreover, the
dominance of capital undermines the authority of states as primary security actors,
producing a paradigmatic shock to the global security order. Looking ahead, while
demand for PMCs in the global security market is likely to persist, there will be gradual
efforts to establish regulatory frameworks and institutional constraints. Nonetheless,
risks of PMCs turning against their client states remain, and their competitive edge may

ultimately be reshaped by the next wave of technological transformation.
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